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proved by the Scriptures. The spiritual sword is in the
hands of the Pope, the temporal sword is entrusted to the
kings, but they may use it only by the command and with
the authority of the priesthood. " If the temporal power
errs, the spiritual power judges it. To deny this is to assert
with the Manicheans two co-equal principles. We there-
fore declare, command and pronounce that it is a condition of
salvation that all human beings should be subject to the
Pontiff of Rome."
Boniface had warned the French clergy that they would
be deprived of their offices if they did not attend the council,
and they hesitated to disobey the summons. But they feared
still more the vengeance of Philip, who had threatened that
any priest daring to cross the frontier would be mulcted of all
his goods. Only a few of the ecclesiastics escaped from
France, and Boniface was exasperated at the measures which
Philip had taken to prevent the papal command from being
obeyed. The king, however, had only begun his campaign
against the papacy. In March, 1303, William de Nogaret,
the lawyer who had already shown himself a bitter foe of the
Holy See, proposed to a French council that Boniface should
be arraigned as incompetent to rule the Church. That
Church, he said, had been wedded to Celestine V, and
Boniface had " committed adultery " in stealing the bride of
the late pontiff. At another assembly three months later, the
nobles of France begged Philip the Fair to appeal to a general
council of the Church against Boniface. De Nogaret had
meanwhile drawn up a list of twenty-nine charges against
Boniface, whom he accused of black magic, sodomy, heresy,
and blasphemy j the Pope was declared to have had dealings
with a demon, denied the immortality of the soul, sanctioned
fornification, revealed the secrets of the confessional, and even
committed murder; he was charged with dissipating the
wealth of the Church to enrich his relatives, of ruining the
cause of the Holy Land by squandering the funds collected